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On our website, you may access teachassist (mark reporting), view 
the school calendar, learn about school expectations, find out more 

information about our departments, News and Events, School 
Council & more. Once you join us in September, you can stay 

updated on information through the AHS Guidance Google classroom 
and our social media posts on Instagram and Twitter. 

Nothing But Our Best! 
URORA HIGH SCHOOL 

Principal’s Message 
Welcome Eagles, Class of 2027 
 

I am incredibly excited to join Aurora High School as Principal this year.  As a member of the Aurora community, I have always known of the fine reputation AHS has held for academic 
excellence and positive school culture. Joining the school during the 50th Anniversary year, I have been able to see first hand the pride and spirit that has lived within these school walls. 
 

As we begin to recover from our difficult pandemic years, Aurora High School is dedicated to creating an inclusive and supportive environment where students have the opportunity to 
rejoin a vibrant school community with many sports teams, clubs, councils and experiential learning events.  AHS wasted no time; our clubs and teams are brimming with events, games 
and activities.  AHS is truly a home for fun and excitement again, and I know we are all better for it.  
 

The high school experience is the beginning of your future, where you can explore, try and truly commit to a new passion, skill, art form or area of knowledge. Whether you identify as a 
leader, athlete, artist or scholar at Aurora High School you can become all they wish to be and more. 
 

Every caring adult in the school is here to support our students’ growth and academic goals. Our Administrative Team, as well as our Student Services, Guidance and Student Success 
departments are committed to supporting students in ways that affirm their identities and their experiences. While aiming for success in education we must be a team, and at AHS we 
also believe we are a family! 
 

Kirsty Irvine 
Principal, Aurora High School 

Kirsty Irvine - Principal 
Cecilia Piques & Jennifer Thom - Vice Principals                               155 Wellington Street West, Aurora, ON  L4G 2P4 
Melanie Wright - Aurora & Whitchurch-Stouffville Trustee    Phone: 905-727-3107; Fax: 905-727-5804; Email: aurora.hs@yrdsb.ca 
Deborah Joyce - Superintendent of Schools        
                            Revised: December 14, 2022  

A Cappella Choir 
Announcement Team 
Arts Council 
Athletic Council 
Canadian Youth Champions 
Chess Club 
Debate Club 
DECA 
Drama Club 
Dungeons and Dragons Club 
Eco-Club 
Electronics Club 
Equity Council 

Feminine Fusion 
History Club 
HOSA/ Medlife 
Indigenous Studies Club 
Jazz Band 
Law Club 
Math Club 
Minority Student Union 
Mock Trial Competition Team 
Model UN 
Music Council 
Peer Mentors 
Pride 

Python Coding Club 
Red and Gold 
Robotics 
Semi/Prom Committee 
SHSM Student Executive 
STEM Fellowship 
Stock Market Club 
Student Council 
UNICEF Club 
Wellness Council 
White Pine Reading Club 
Writer’s Club 
Yearbook Committee 

CLUBS 

HOME OF THE EAGLES 
Get involved! 

Learn new skills, play on a sports team, join a club, develop 

leadership qualities, meet new friends and have fun!  

TEAMS 
 

Fall 
Basketball—Junior Girls 
Basketball—Senior Girls 
Cross-Country 
Golf—Boys 
Golf—Girls 
Rugby—Boys 
Rugby—Girls 
Tennis 
Varsity Soccer—Boys 
Volleyball—Junior Boys 
Volleyball—Senior Boys 
 

 

    Winter 
Badminton—Junior 
Badminton—Senior 
Basketball—Junior Boys 
Basketball—Senior Boys 
Nordic Skiing 
Rock Climbing 
Ski & Snowboard 
Varsity Hockey—Boys 
Varsity Hockey—Girls 
Volleyball—Junior Girls 
Volleyball—Senior Girls 

 

 

Spring 
Flag Football—Girls 
Soccer (Tier 1)—Girls 
Soccer (Tier 2)—Girls 
Track & Field  
Ultimate Frisbee 
Varsity Baseball—Boys 
Varsity Lacrosse—Boys 
Varsity Lacrosse—Girls 

Tips for Students  
These tips will help you establish strong learning skills for success: 

1. Get organized. Use an agenda, day planner or phone to keep 
track of homework and upcoming tests/assignments. Bring all of 
your books/supplies to class every day. 

2. Create a study space. Ensure you have a quiet environment at 
home with limited distractions, ample space, good lighting and a 
comfortable chair, so you can study and do homework. 

3. Ask questions. If you don’t understand something, ask your 
teacher for clarification right away. Often it can be explained in 
another way; this means that you won’t get behind. 

4. Set aside a regular time to do homework. Don’t leave 
assignments until the last minute—if you’re missing something or 
don’t understand, it might be too late to ask. 

5. Get plenty of rest, eat well, stay hydrated and exercise. You can 
think more clearly when your physical needs are met. 

6. Attend and be on time for your classes. Communicate with the 
school about being late or absent. 

7. Strengthen your existing friendships and make new ones by 
getting involved in extra-curricular activities. 

8. Stay updated about your progress by checking mark updates, 
chatting with your teacher and keeping up with your emails and 
classroom work. 

Alpha Award 
An award presented at graduation to students who have displayed 

outstanding school involvement over their four years at Aurora High 

School, in the following areas: 

 

ACADEMICS, ATHLETICS, and CITIZENSHIP 

Bring Your Own Device  
For September 2023, the graduating class of 2027 

will be asked to bring a portable computer (e.g. 

chromebook or laptop) to school on a daily basis.  

Nothing But Our Best! 
This means that we: 

1. do our best to achieve in academics, personal growth and extra-curricular activities; 

2. develop a social consciousness which includes mutual respect, acceptance, fairness; 

3. promote learning as a lifelong process; 

4. provide a welcoming, supportive, stimulating, safe and healthy environment; 

5. communicate effectively with students, parents/guardians, school staff and community 
members. 

@AuroraHS_YRDSB 

@fromtheofficeoftheeagles 

Experience Aurora High School—Welcoming Our Grade 9 Students! 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/aurora.hs/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:aurora.hs@yrdsb.ca?subject=Grade%208%20Question
https://twitter.com/AuroraHS_YRDSB
https://www.instagram.com/fromtheofficeoftheeagles/
https://twitter.com/AuroraHS_YRDSB
https://www.instagram.com/fromtheofficeoftheeagles/


Step 1—Select Compulsory Courses 
- English   - French 
- Math   - Geography 
- Science    - Health and Physical Education 

 

Step 2—Select Elective Courses 
In addition to the compulsory courses selected, students must select 2 electives 
(1st and 2nd choice) + 2 alternates (3rd and 4th choice) from the courses below.  
It is highly recommended that students select an *ARTS course in grade 9.  
Please know that alternates are used when electives cannot be timetabled. 

DUE DATE 
Course Selection Submitted Online: by Friday, February 24, 2023 

 
ADA1O1 — Drama *ARTS 
“Grade 9 Drama Rocks”. What’s not to love about creating a mime narrative rock video 
or improvising like a pro? Come experience the thrill of performance. 
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and 
techniques, using material from a wide range of sources and cultures. Students will use 
the elements of drama to examine situations and issues that are relevant to their lives. 
Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyze drama, and then reflect on the 
experiences to develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world 
around them.  

 
AMU1O1 — Music *ARTS 
“I can’t imagine high school without music. My band friends felt like family” (student).  
Students are encouraged to join the grade 9 Concert Band and other ensembles, like 
the Junior Jazz Band, to express themselves musically, develop cooperation, and 
increase self-discipline. Students who participate in grade 9 Concert Band will have the 
opportunity to take part in music concerts, festivals, socials and the year-end banquet. 
This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with 
previous experience and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. 
Students will develop musical literacy skills by using the creative and critical analysis 
processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and analytical 
activities. Students develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music, 
safe practices related to music, and a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their 
life.  

 
AMR1O1 — Repertoire *ARTS 
This course emphasizes the performance of music at a level that balances challenge and 
skill and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will 
participate in creative activities that teach them to listen with understanding and will 
also learn correct musical terminology and its appropriate use.  

 
BTT1O1 / BTT1OF — Information and Computer Use in Business  
Have fun while you develop the most in-demand skill for the 21st century: 
communication. You will learn to effectively research and prepare and present business 
and personal documents in a professional manner. You will create a variety of exciting 
projects and develop skills, using programs such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, 
Access, Publisher, Dreamweaver, Moviemaker and Google Sites. If you’re looking for a 
course with practical application for the rest of your life, this is the one! 
This course is delivered in English or French. This course introduces students to 
information and communication technology in a business environment and builds a 
foundation of digital literacy skills necessary for success in a technologically driven 
society. Students will develop word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop 
publishing, presentation software, and website design skills.  Through the course, there 
is an emphasis on digital literacy, effective electronic research and communication skills, 
and current issues related to the impact of information and communication technology.  

 
NAC1O1 — Expressions of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Cultures *ARTS 
Are you a creative thinker? Love visual arts? This course is designed to provide you 
with a solid foundation in visual arts. You will acquire skills in drawing, painting, 
sculpture, creative problem-solving, visual thought and visual image interpretation. 
This course is for students who like art or who wish to further their studies in visual 
arts. Students are exposed to examples of Indigenous Art. 
This course explores various arts disciplines (dance, drama, installation and performance 
art, media arts, music, storytelling, utilitarian or functional art, visual arts), giving 
students the opportunity to create, present, and analyse art works, including integrated 
art works/ productions, that explore or reflect First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
perspectives and cultures. Students will examine the interconnected relationships 
between art forms and individual and cultural identities, histories, values, protocols, and 
ways of knowing and being. They will demonstrate innovation as they learn and apply  
art-related concepts, methods, and conventions, and acquire skills that are transferable 
beyond the classroom. Students will use the creative process and responsible practices 
to explore solutions to creative arts challenges.  

 
TIJ1O1 — Exploring Technologies  

This exploratory course allows students to be introduced to some of the areas of 
technology that AHS offers. Grade 9s will explore both technological design and 
construction. They will produce hands-on construction projects such as puzzles, clocks 
and technical drawings. In technological design, students will experiment with 
software (Auto CADLT, Sketch-up and 3D Printing). This course will introduce 
students to some of the options available in technology at the Grade 10 level. 
This course enables students to further explore and develop technological 
knowledge and skills. Students will be given the opportunity to design and create 
products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, 
working with a variety of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry. 
Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues, and will begin 
to explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways leading to 
careers in technology-related fields. 

Step 3—My Pathway Planner/ 
 Online Course Selection 
 
Course selection in the YRDSB is done online using myPathway Planner. Use this program 
to select courses, explore career and education options, and develop a career plan.  
 

How to access and select courses:  
1. Go to www.yrdsb.ca/schools/aurora.hs to select     

on the right hand side of the page. 

2. Login by using your GAPPS username and password. 

3. Once you are logged in, you will be on the "Dashboard". Here, you can begin 
the process of accessing your classes, setting goals, and/or setting up your 
portfolio.  You can also save information about careers and post-secondary 
institutions that you have researched. 

4. To enter your course selections for the next school year, click on "High 
School” from the menu list on the left hand side of the screen.  

 To choose a compulsory course (grayed font), click on the  button.       

All courses in that discipline will appear.  

 To choose an elective course, click on the button. 

A drop-down menu will appear with all disciplines available in our school.  

Select the discipline you are interested in, or use the search box in the top 
right course of the filter bar. 

If you click on the course name or code, the description and prerequisites for 
the course will appear to the right. 

To add the course to your selections, click the blue “Add Course” button. 

Return to your course selection planner and the chosen course will appear.  

Continue until you have selected all courses and alternates.  

This symbol indicates a “Guidance Message” for you to read.  

Hover over the blue symbol and a note will appear.  

To make changes to your course selection, click on the icon to change or edit 
your selection. 

5. To review your course selection, click on the button at the top of the 
planner. 

6. Review your course selections before       
submitting. Once submitted, you can no 
longer make changes. 

7. To submit your course selection, click the 
button. 

8. You will be prompted with a Send Approval Email 
to get parent/guardian approval. Please ensure 
your selections are approved by them so that 
your course selection submission is successful! 

 

The French Immersion program 
is designed specifically for 
students whose first language is 
not French and who have 
completed the elementary 
French Immersion program 
(minimum of 3800 hours of 
instructional French). Students 
are required to successfully 
complete ten French Immersion 
credits (including a French 
Immersion language course in 
each grade) in high school in 
order to earn an Aurora High 
School French Immersion 
Certificate. 

Grade Compulsory 

Courses 

Elective Courses 

(select 2) 

9 Grade 9 French 
Grade 9 Geo 
Grade 9 Science 

Grade 9 Business 
 

10 Grade 10 French 
Grade 10 History 
Grade 10 Civics/    

Careers 

Grade 10 Science  

11 Grade 11 French  Grade 11 Travel  

12 Grade 12 French   

Honour ing al l  Pathways  
Students will learn about these post-secondary pathway options: 

 
APPRENTICESHIP: hands-on training for those who want to work in a skilled trade;  
approximately 80% of training occurs on the job and 20% in a classroom  
 
COLLEGE: students may earn a certificate, diploma, advanced diploma or a bachelor’s   
degree; combines theoretical knowledge and practical experience  
 
UNIVERSITY: students earn a bachelor’s degree; theoretical academic training 
 
WORKPLACE: jobs for students who have completed their Ontario Secondary School  
Diploma, Ontario Secondary School Certificate or Certificate of Accomplishment; training 
is unique to each circumstance 

French Immersion 

Selecting Courses 

for Grade 9 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/aurora.hs
https://mypathwayplanner.yrdsb.ca/

